DRAFT ANNOUNCEMENT


The Law, Cultural Heritage, and Consultation with Native Americans

Interactive Training Seminar

November 14-15, 2002


A cooperative course among


 the Department of Justice National Advocacy Center,


the National Park Service Federal Preservation Institute,


and Northwestern State University
Effective consultation with Native Americans has been identified as one of the highest-priority needs for the national historic preservation program.   Federal agencies are charged with developing, implementing, and maintaining legally sound consultation as part of their historic preservation programs, consistent with their agencies’ respective missions [National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA); 16 U.S.C. 470h-2].  While consultation activities often begin with projects that require compliance with NHPA (16 U.S.C. 470f) or the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (25 U.S.C. 3001), the body of Federal law which addresses cultural heritage is subject to the government-to-government relationship which guides Federal agency interactions with Native peoples.  It is this larger legal context within which cultural heritage programs should operate that needs to be better integrated, and the existing requirements for consultation under each specific statute need to be more widely understood--by Federal attorneys, the agency program staff who are their clients, and Federal partners.

This interactive seminar provides a comprehensive overview of legal requirements, specific current legal issues, and the opportunity for direct interactive discussion among legal experts and practicing attorneys together with their agency clients.  Additionally, the interactive seminar will inaugurate a new Website on Consultation with Native Americans, supported by the Federal Preservation Institute in cooperation with the Department of Housing and Urban Development Office of Native American Programs, which will serve as an ongoing management guide as well as learning tool.

The interactive broadcast will be transmitted nationwide on the television network of the Department of Justice as well as its satellite affiliates.  There are a total of 220 transmission locations (at 196 district offices of United States Attorneys plus 24 satellite affiliates).  Participation at these locations will be by invitation to include an audience of Federal, State, Local, and Tribal attorneys and officials who are most appropriate in each District where the broadcast is being received.  The seminar will be a full day.  A follow-up half-day session limited to civil attorneys will be held to provide additional specialized instruction and discussion.  Assistance in organizing the interactive seminar at each transmission location will be provided through the Federal Preservation Institute, National Park Service.  The entire seminar will be videotaped and made available through the National Advocacy Center’s library facilities.

For further information, contact John Zavitz, Assistant Director, National Advocacy Center, Department of Justice, telephone (803) 544-5103; or Richard Waldbauer, Assistant Director, Federal Preservation Institute, National Park Service, telephone (202) 343-4113.
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